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2s hupanity sseks a newv social rix which is saited
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: Byt 0 tﬁmvast reactes of the PaciTic Ocean, those who teach and
- - * . * - ' ’»

Tock two'y2ys—-io e Mest, where Arisiotelian’rhateric C

- - -

study ms’: ric is .

- «
-

. = 4 . 11
thought By many o be Shetoric ifseif; zn? th the fast, whare the ancient J
y Tany : e £as _ . |

vheterics of Fimduise, 3uddaisr,

and Leg2lisw st2nd lorely 2 slacted, 1ike towering mountain psaks in T

.
~

2 lest continant. .

i N - .

. k”fxatéiy and Kenneth Surke are names to be' con-
. .
They and muitiple mere not only guide but dominate thej m’nds .

‘ristotle and Plat
Jured witt
fesscrs and\-s-“nnts of ‘rhztoric 'm a.ho l!nited States and in the
So

-

io‘ ?

scatt red few'universifies .oifering courses m rhnyamc in u.zrepe.

-  far as rhitoric is concerged, it is as though the great civilizations of i

b«\sva were stiil biocked off by the high deserts and mountazn peaks that for ~
"any contunes stood as barrzers a'long th° Eurasian frontzer. To exp]cre
2

and describe tho rnetoncs of tno Asian ciassma‘i periods is akm t0 rep]i-

_cating tl‘e tmrteen;.h century 3oumeyings af Harce Polo;_ and now, seven

: hundred years “since, it 15 not altogeﬂ*er heartening to _remenber that ?,be

. European recogmtmn of the richnesg of the Asaan culture did nct ﬂcwer .

. 7 until ,tf‘e eaqhtenntn century, fwe hundreé years-—sme ‘1fteen generatwns-»- R

after the initial discoverzes o‘ !-‘arco Polo were maﬂe avaﬁable for 7

- - - - 7' . N

European consideration. - ) o . )
) i o 2o T Tt

Th recent years considerable attention fas been given to créssf.

cultural corrunicatien, but thﬁé,fér its propone'nts have gi_y'er_z’ﬁ't,:‘;?é’if '

N
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= e Confucian cohcest o individual resptmsibﬂity, shotild. now be inves-

- ']35

any attenticn to Asian rheteric !exoepe m.—e that coﬂ“‘a'np*rat? :13.527}259 —

- businzssman Bave discoversd the utility of discussion and confarence skiils).

Stﬂ‘i another aspect of the cross—cultural movament fas been o explore the - -

cc'mmmcatne reafs and capacities of b]acks and somd other mmrr‘} s
4 - - 3 . -

4gm‘2p$‘ * * ) “/( - _;;:, -

¥3tthew froold, more tham a hundrad years ago, offersd 3 peréinent

sbservaticn, “in Ms Stanzas on the Sraed C*;ar%.s:e.xse' "fb’rj 7

between two worlds/ One daad, the otker powerless ‘o ;,e bcm.",-v"’ne "_"afﬂ.
/ £ -
to which he referred was the s\xo=may.:ra1 vzeu ef*sp 1a1 -;rearien, <iain ,”

\

" by Charles Darwin; what w3s poweriess tg /p!‘ge as ~£ Teplacement was a

]

materialistic Concept of creatig tigas” / _ 7
‘Bcrrowing Arno‘id ,7 metapmr,k‘ﬁe.nzty as divided befween the fastern ,

and k’es-..em Sae"nscheres zagf{ sajd to hover bebwesn two waﬂds the a.xto-

cracy *ypic‘a"i ’,gf&"nsia 3 pas t, and the Lockian democracy, which i*as been

- o -

/{gﬁ'ﬁf various forms-and seems now in retreat Pemaps a new ama‘lgam, E 1

P

t‘;gated as a median way. Or, looking -to Ind:a as a quasi-Asian subcon- ‘_ L.
tinent, we reca?‘f z;s agevoid adhistic behef in the univex‘sa&}s-l of‘ e B
jdentity, wm;:h cenf;ras*s s sharp'iv with the indiwduaﬁstic niura‘hsn ‘.‘ .
of the k‘est Parbaps from these contrastmg views may emerge @ new | "_

anajgan that cmﬂd be called ce::u’hmentaryzs'a-consastmg of g.nuin

. =

n goals.
eva'iuated‘
in any different ways. However, tne question is apprﬂached the dif—

pect for inter—re?atanq differences workmg together toward ¢
) The differences bg.tween fast and ¥est may bé anal;

ferences are both rea? and signi‘zcant The Fast in the past vntury has )
rade and is still sak'rng considerable efforts to understand and.uadjust to S

»

the’ Hest It is difficult to believe that the Hest does not ‘i‘ikewise ' i




] . . -
- mvayruch y2t o learn Frop the fast. . . .

’s’:ewim the differences rheicricaily, ene conclusion is that where-

. as ﬁnsto.le .:ssa*aﬂ 4 mora’ irrfrat ve fethos) :ma‘ stressed jodividial
o . _ C
: . purpose, .adé‘na and € Confucius found tbeir moral impzrative in ra- ,5’
. - 2 'S ' -
. gpsnsibﬁity--x:cnf&ci&s, of tbe individual to societys and ?‘udf, of the -

. indiyidual tp the universai entity that emnsos e individusl, ‘society, T
- . - . - 5 .. ) . . -
and 217 else in the universe. JAnother way of locking at-4he Fadt-West
~ : :

jvargenties is 40 recall +the injuncticn of Jesus: "As y2 do % unto cne
. _ 3 , !

o

of .these, the least oF my craz‘Jrsa, so ¢o ye it.unio me,” which contrasts
) \ m*b the warning o 3u ddha ,.hat you raally do it all, good or ,baﬂ

yours° 5 and with the view of Comucws that you do it to sr;ankmﬂ-i:‘ . T

»

rmd £ enhance- f'amcny, it bad fé unﬁenmne ham:my- n sti11 ano‘hﬂr

ccntras,_, x_he Soiden D.u‘io of Jesus asks, "Do unto o‘hors as you wou]d

. be donn by"s u’?creas, on'ucius stated his rule of a*ecwmcity negatively--

. avoid doing to others wha;; you would not yani them to dp to you. One
v . ‘\ - ", : " . ] ) . ] . .
. manper of smzznarizing,&e East-West differences is 1o call the former ]

passi“ve the latter active. Another w2y is to note that the West siresses .
jadividuality (individpal sa'ivation in retigien, dembcracy in politics,
. ' the profit sys%n in economic); the Fast communalism {identity of the one

and many in Indian philosophies, Family and secial solidarity in Confu-
6 . +e . " )
cian communities}. _ . ’ . .. o

»

The point I wish to stress is that as mankind is seeking @ new
. Social matrix suited to global conditions that have ended the age old |, o
. ' isolationisn of commnities, we are regquired _by the ch?rgir)g circunstances

© 0 . . e

to seek upderstanding of rultinle rhetorics so that the various cultural

entities ray be dealt with in.ways meaningful to then. In short gunboat

- d1p'lo":acy by the Kest no 1onqer uerks--and neitner does qunboat metonc.
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Jnen we, oF the Kest 7o put into the wcrld tomm1ca‘1m sccerding to the
. . 7

rhetgriczl norms derived Sror cur owm culivre, the resyits are amd will be

increasicaly negaiive. Tr2 point O3ght 1o B2 self_syideni. Bit in scber

[ 3

Fact. 3F the rhetorics of Isia-are To be taken into seriozs account in
< —-— :
the West, we in the 2zcific area will s'm'a to ;._mu‘ia’:e our ifredigicn-

bound L-’"’M trethren fo co;:xrmzfa mm_nrwes ft:a‘ tay2 not yet chalisnged -

thoir inkeresz. The retord speaks For iiséif. The Rkeetorics . of As",a re-
ma":ﬂ 7 closed nock to the brofessrrs of Photoric s fmericar nivers

e reascr “or the regieci of Asian rhetorics is that rheforic as. 2

'ae‘!d of inguiry bas bzen deait with very differently in the West angd in

-

the fast. In the Kest, rhetonc has been consadored so crucially i

gortant, From the time of forax dam the present, that it has'been 2 -

rd - - -

subjac; of sanarate and- continugus mqmry “The Hbraries contain large
nurbers of works trat are c‘iassif ea under the rubrac 0° “rhetoric.”

Phetoric has been recognized 25 2 spec:a‘i branch of phﬂoscphy-—aat?‘mgh‘

-

. the arestzgwus aoumeﬂ -th]esoahy and Rhetomé dzstinguashﬁs tb° fwo

‘1°3ds as cengoma‘t and mterro}at.d but distinct ‘rom cne anothar in

. Asia, on the oiher hand, in both the Ind}an and Chinese tradu!ens (for

différent reasons) rhetoric has been to0 c’iose]y intemoven in-the basic

[}

in qﬁirz,s consti wtmg phﬂesophy i be treated as a separate tomc.

.‘As1an bibliographies ignere the c'iass1 fication rhetomc not bepause the
subject has been of 1ittle or no importance but because it has been sJ
all-ercorpassing in importance that separatmn of this question from othnr

,‘undamenta'l 1ssu.es has been 1rposs1b1e._ Asia's great thought systems have

boen rhetorical in their esserce. In Ind‘ia the relatedness of every*hmg )

> that is or that occurs has been basic, mth the result that a prmczpa]

stugly has been the nature and conseguences of relationships—-clearly a

-
.

-~ ’ .
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3af.e.ﬂqe=s~tr.e,nature and $he meags of humn m;.rwurse-—.aiso he @ef R
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cp’acem of rhertcnc. . .

<
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~. In my Cemmmicaticn and Culture in Ancient Indaa .thi L‘hma, 1 POS~
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: . Ifatter of rizetoric. in £h wa d-)e ma;or ccmm ‘has beaﬂ ssmem? re- - "

- A ited thzs view as the centrai J‘m .or the szz,dy af Aszan c!assu:s.

|
*3asic rhﬂtemcal ccnsaderatmns tm;}erhe guich -of ﬁzo dass;cal Hitera- :

- - -

_turs of the Pastern na:ms;:hcre. ‘Ttere are many reasons "ar this which
A

will gmerge in the °o?‘iomng d’.apze,fs erhaps most basic of 23t is the

- cardinal devotion of thg Asiar mnd to the related concepts of um‘y and - '

harrony - . - khereas *ne %es'. has ‘avered ana‘iysas and division cf

;ubjec* "xat‘.er inioc identif 3ab‘le and separate entttzes, the .East has

‘P

.o nas ‘been that in, tbe r.asﬂ. }ogzc W‘&S of -‘less :mportancebj far than ‘in-

baheved ‘that o zee truth ste.dﬂy one must see it iﬂmie. . Tﬂe resvﬂt T J

tmtwn. %mtbought, o1 ?eehrg, was gzven prependmnc. in the ciassms ' .

. q_ - ;
over ratmnahs*:f. in the aargon ‘of Gur owWn day, thas tendency becmas
- cbnfuseé .aith "anti-mte}‘iecmahsm’--n’h;ch 15 mnsense. - Aszan dasszczsts

- ' were nﬂTy as devoted“ th° pssrsmt of truth as are and haVe heen ‘the -

'iogicians ami empznmsts of the West. ’ﬁe questwns of rment a}ways
are: what is truth?’ and "hew is truth tru]y to be discemed"' Far fro:n

s

rejecting the value of truth Eastern rhetorlaans have sovg’ht for it in
uays dwferent fmz: ﬁ}ose of the ¥est. And whﬂe tbey have obwousiy

mssed sc:ne of the truth Western thinkers have umre't'ied, just as sure'ly -

’

h ’ they -nave also d1scov¢red areas and forms of truth that have eluded the
9 . E

1T -~
- -

TN . " West.

T - -

~ T The discovery of truth was, mdeed, even more important to the seers

T of ancient India than it has been to. the far more pragnatfc Hest We have

.
XY

often, been content to deal ¥ith “'pmat uorks even if" its 1dent1f‘lcation ‘

Ei ' *

- - L
-
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P m"rg Yltimate .ea*uy iy deszsa, 'i’%a ;mb?a'n ¥32s deait with *vano:xsiy .- o -

. £ . ce .

- . “in ii_ze fsian ’lass:cs, but always’ ":e q.eso w3s -fer ?ﬂth 1ts‘=lf regard- i )
. ’ : = i T

T ) less'of iis ’seemng utility. ﬁen, tney@sked mphczﬂy, couid what s ‘”;- oz
rod -* : - h - . S

ve Truz. not ba.térrect, ight, gnd useful; how could what is Unitrue be of ‘ L

{ . permangnt or ceruine use? Iastead; thed, of losking Tor practical - T
. zppTicatiops of kmowledge, their aifention was directed to the centrality bR
o o WEETTGL 0 T e ey p e ] et

» § -
* -~ I - -9 - - - - - -
Fi-"] tézrd bock of the Brikandaranyaka Upanishad is a rhieioricail

treafi s; describing -a debate in mha‘ch a visdm—h'.mgry kisg named

ﬁarawaikya {who bad <arr~ender~==t§ his kmgdo*n to becane a wandemng her-
?‘) enuaged ina f"ebate against 3arg= number of 3ramﬁn scho?ars. ‘The
1mortaace attarhed debate in ‘anc‘i Jnd:an soczety is indacated by

-7 - ..

. - T the 'act daat the prize cons1sted'cf.a thousand co¥s, each of which had a .

- “ . . bagof ro‘ad attached io each of 1ts herns. Ya;aavalkya Won th° debate
) , by arguing that ?he tme universe, each s‘hou]d seek to ruls- 15 the self-- RS

”

swirt:‘= within the self 4s comprissd t&e essence of a'!J that e;uszis.

" ~ . ' The Cnaﬂdogya, the"iengest of th./‘)g Emshads, in the 6th of its
e1ght parts, ffresen..s a dta’!ogue bemeen A’runi and ‘his 24-yeam3d son,

a7 B Svetaketu who has 3ust ret{:med heme atter ‘Ccmpleﬁ?n of his studzes, ' _

Lot ) m}len mth the pnde of hiS/ accu:'u'lated kncw]edge. 'ﬂamgh a series of

-

) questwns and ana‘iog1es, A'mm cormnced his son ﬂat everythmg that “ .‘ ’
- xzsto anywhere mzfst aiso ex'(st within h1mse1f. Accordmg"?y, the serest

route to understandmg 'hes not in gathermg mfomation bui n meditatmg: -

upon one’s own nature. By Iooking about to Qbserve 1so‘iated facts, the ob-

-

Server’ hecones 'mcreasfng‘iy confused. ‘ Kno.ﬂedge is éhe enemy of . trutn, . e

thmkingeabout disparate facts.mﬂeads the understandfng/ "}‘edatation_

-

" is in truth higher than thought, as parf seven conc!udes - The Isha
S/ vl . - ’ ¢ - L . K2 } - ’
_ ¢ » ;’3 ‘: ’ﬁﬂ‘

- - f Lt EA




: |
i pzzrgﬁgif of good dee;l_s leads_izfo dar ess and the mrship of knowledge | 1
i ) |

) "Pe s&*a sg aﬁ creaizi&s in In,.seif an—d hig-

- .. .o gven blacker darkeess.
= . " sch in aﬂ cz;patures o] '(erzger remafns apart. " it s!*ou'ld e nate?r that

N soaaraperess is the mrst of fates \since ﬁimna .nta»z}s comprebenswn 4 .
- 10 - ’

For our pyrpose, im:iéenta?. T};e_p_m’nt ixs,’th?t to In3ian rhetoric dis-
- cdyrse had as its single acceptaiﬂe'aim —tho unveiling of t:‘iuth Mahivirs,
founder o‘ Jawmsm, detailed the means by which mowiedge, certainty, or '
- Truth may bo sought. | ’hore are, he sa1d cn‘zly two avenlies. One is thmugh

™ .- 8 P -
. Smsory ?ercaphon, togethor mth mferem:es i}asnd on what is pemeived,

N s

B . . and the receptmn of Scraptura? Revelation from tiza Gﬂisi'lad?; or sther
. scurcos. “The senses are notoraously unre‘hab'ie, since there are endless ) }q‘

— B - - __ . ' P a

=

. .- disa greements cencerning what 15 pen:ewed The other averme w Trufh )
_ ’ is Extrasensory Perception. This may lead to presumed knevﬁedge, such , '
L as V}szons and telepathy--but this kind of kmwledge is aiso unre‘iiab‘ie -_

and ;:oncowc‘d dszerenﬂy by dszerent indivadua}s. However, Extrasensary

- t

Percepi'mn can and should lead to Kbsolute Know‘ledge-that is to Truth .. )

- . that 1s se'if—eyzdent, permts of no doubt and therefore needs né demon- - )
- < «
- - . s - -

. g stratwn. PR ., L K ‘o - i

7.

-"" ) " Gautama, who came to be recognize’d as Buddha, utﬁized the extra- __ .

‘ ' ( sensory perceptwe method of seeking absolute knouledge. As a Prmce he ] 5
’) . - - -
s was - r‘eared in luxury and sbut off frm the ou‘tszde world to sﬁch an extent

that he-was a mature man before (having slipped away from the pa‘lace -,, , B

- o s *

grounds) he saW a mn who Was i11, an aged beggar and a dead body .and came,

thé}eﬁy, to. reahze that disease/ old age, am‘.* dea.th ex?st Seeking to

. % » . 4

IR,
L
. o~
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- - -

vndarstand }rw such evﬂs cou‘ld be permitted a umvg;se that pre-
sumab]y represents essential good Gautama turned fo study with rehg;ous

.

. teacbers, found thezr ﬂoctrmes unsat:sfg-ctory. ) P.e goined ive de- -

-

’. vou;. H'ndu her"ni's who sought Jruth throug}’a, ascetacasm, an»:i for sn:- :

——

: yeers h*,’ed with the:: in ;ne wﬂdemess, dressed m ‘rags and eating bare'ly

,

enougn to svstam h.e. “Ee discovered 'i:hat mstead of d:scermng Truth he'

S s oreo_cgp_ei;m;h_m mmmmmmmmMayEPa
L - 'rozmd 2 p'ieasam grove where he cou’!d live in comfort and detemmed to
- “remain there until he found enhghtemnent. Mara, the Hindu devﬂ, came
tempting him to set forth upon a ner larger of ai}iing the ppor and dis:
‘ “tressed; but Qautama remained true to h15 own mission of trymg to com-
. preh.m‘} 1ruth.. Fma‘ny, there entered his mnd the great ms*ight when
desare ceases, 1ifé becomes m'ho‘ie. He sought ‘out his fomer ascetic

- . .

eo-wpamons the Five heraits, and taught them his new understandmg of

S the Four Noble Truths. Farst, suffermg exzsz.s. Second suffermg
resuiis fronm cragvmg. Tmrd suffermg ends wben craving is renounced

" - ﬁ . Fourth, %he renunciation_ of craving my be éccomp'iished by following the

i Ea"‘ghtfow' Path of Tight yiews, right intention, right speech, right action,
. right iwehhood raght effort nght mmdfu]ness and nght concentratwn.

-

- S

Eautama did not teﬂ his hermit frzends that ttns reve‘latmn" had come

to him from God. ﬂe1 ther d*xd he defend his new mszght with logic and

| - - ] facts. _He smp'iy- steted_ 11:. The Truth, “once seoarated from error and
T | . c‘i"eaﬂ}7 stai_:‘ed, ueeiis no advocacy. What is imporig:agt is that it be dis-

co - . »-Cerned and stated o o o

- -

-

- : Ne‘lther did the great sages of the c'lassu:a'l period in China seek
for any external sanctzon to support their messages. None of them c'laimed

to have had any: diyine reve'lation. Un'like Gautama, however, they

e
-

“ e ¢ . Y . o~

1
’ .
., .
. . . v
- . -9 . - . - r ) ..
. . B . - ’
———— . .
. v N
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presented consaderable argunentatwe suppert for.the'ar views. The ‘
&-

. Teason was that they hehaved iike Professors conduct1ng graduate seminars. _
Regard1ess of the respect which is traditzonai in Chfna both.for age and h
for 1earn7ng, 1t was never considered in any degree disrespectfd] for the
students to questaon and even to chailenge the v1e set for’h by the ]
ﬂaster vho taught them. The teach1ngs‘were never set forth author1tat1vely.
- They represented the. test thonghtfu?NESS‘of thh=mfnded schotars, WﬁO' o
were pTeased to have the1r conclus1ons quest1oned for only in that way
cou]d tHey know where doubt ex1sted and, what nust be said to counter 1t
Confuc1us was a phetor}caan whe believed that the principal pur-

pose.of speecn was to enhance soc1a} harmony. Living in The ipr1ng and

Autumn Era {(which extended fr9n>722 48]:£ " C. ) VWhen the monarchy had.'

” Iost authority and sma1T ‘dukedoms were in constant content1on, he felt
keen]y‘the cost?of,gonflact. His homeTand was the small Sfate of Lu, -‘;
whjch was -both weaithy and weah o] that'it +Has frequent1y 2nvaded ahd '
ravaged. Not only was Lu invaded twenty-one times (an average of’once

. every fifteen years) during thas per1od lt was also beset internai]y by
centinual struggles for power among 1ts three principal fam11fes. As a
resu1f7;iu was abysmally. mrsgoverned Corrupt1on, nepotism, and con-
sp1cuous Thnwrta11ty marked the bureaucrats who 11ved in’ 1uiury wh1Te ’

3

rohh?hg and oppress1ng ‘the common peop1e. ) - . ;o
Qba\bé/;anfgs1us was an optimist who be1feved that th1ngs shou1d and could .
tter. He be31eved that- the greatest soc1a1 needs were for order1iness

'and Stab111ty, wh1ch wouid produce harmony With.a long view of h1story, *

he said that a Lessor Harmony had been achieved when States were esta-
blished to preserve a degree of. stab111ty within. their borders ‘and that

the ‘goal of mankind was the Greater'ﬂarmony that wou1d emerge when a11 the

.l
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world was uMited under one rule. . - oo

H1s~ool1t1ca goa"was a harmonious society, which he felt cou]d;
- ‘ -
_ be ach1eved if everyone felt a personat respons1b111ty for fu]fxfffng
.the dut1es that devoTved properly upon his own stattvh 1n lwfe Accord- '

‘,1ngly, Confucius stated the code of L1--wh1ch stressed the respons1b111ty

- -

" of subgeqts te obey and support the ru]er, wives to respect and a1d the1r

‘husbands elder sons to- B‘tome the pr1nc1pa1 support for the1r parents,
younger sons tofobey and assist. the e]der and friends to provide one
another, with mutua] aid. _ Ind1vidua11sm was sﬂbord:nated to the well-.
being of the fama]y, commun1ty, and state What to be}1eve and how to

'\behave were to be determ1ned by a study of the past; for, Confucius -
po1nted out no one 1nd1v1dua1 regard]ess of h1s intellect or-]earn1ng,
cou]d poss1b1y form fresh and 1nd1v1dua1 judgments as sound as’ those'wh1ch

had evo]ved from the s1fted and eva]uated experﬂence “of the race. Conse-

. = I IR

:‘quenfﬁy, he Tooked .to the past.to learn 1essons that wou]d gu1de the -

;_peop1e toward a better (that is a more harmonious) futuve. o 3’

13
In h1s Ana]ects Confuc1Us 1nd1cated h1s rhetor1ca1 principles.

First, speakers -should pursue goals that are as helpful to theqr listeners

as they are to the speaker themse]ves Enforc1ng th1s was h1s pr1nc1p1e

of Rec1proc1ty, wh1ch he told-his d1sc1p]es underlay, al] his teaching
"What you do not w1sh for yourse]f do- not -do unto dthers . Then he '
/X "
added,. "A good man, you know, w1sh1ng to prosper h1mse1f helps others to
s R

'prosper " Second, speakers should der1ve their,messagés from %Qe ex- -

per1ence of h1story As for himself, Confucius said, “I transmif but do

.not create Nhen 2 student quest1oned whether the pathways of the past

shou]d not be abandoned when better ways appeared,,Confucius replied, "The

pathishdu]d not be,left for' an instant If it cou]d be 1eft, it would /-
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not be the path o . ST

. There were many other rhetor1caT pr1ncrp1es supporting these three—-
. as many as rﬁu:ZZEZT:;?;;;}‘ Like Art1stot1e, qufuc1us recogn1zed the

pogerfuI 1nf1uence of emot1on--wh1ch often m1s1eads Judgment In h)s )

<

.
influential essay, "The Great Lea?n1ng; Confucius ‘noted that'f’Men are

partial when they feel affectlon and 1ove, partial when they despxsé and

dislike; narf1al_whene,they;siand"1n awewand reuerence,_part a1<yhere B L

-l \

<
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they feel sorrow and compass1on, oart1a1 where they are\@rrogant and ,'
2.

rude.’ Ihus it is that there are few men 1n the world who 1ove and at’ the

L4

same time know the true qualities of the object of the1r Tove, ‘or wbo hate,
and yet know the exce]]enc1es of the obJect of the1r hatred L1ke -
Aristotle, he recognized the pr1macy of ethos: "Build up your character

. ‘-3;?“
s6 as to inspire the people WIth assurance

.

The study of Confuc1an1sm has’ continued unabated for twenty-five

hundred years yet Tittle attent1on has been paid to Confucian rhetor1c.
A vast amount of 1nqu1ry is needed-- nd rhetor1c1ans in the Pacific a(ea

4 >
wou]d seem 30 be prec1se1y those who shoqu conmence that undertak1ng

Every;;gance of Ar1stote11ah rhetoric has been exam1ned m1nute1y, tzme
and a8ain.” Ffor example there are numerous essays attemptlng to explarn

what Ar1stot1e truly meant by the enthymeme It is h1gh t1me attent1on.

: shou]d be d1rected to what Confuc1us meant by his Doctr1ne of Words.

¢

curate 1a guaqe will not be clear. If ﬁanguage is not clear,‘duties wil] '

‘a

not be car 1ed out. If duties are not carr1ed out, the propv1etiesﬂzd]1'
not be obse ved. If the propr1et1es are. not~ob§erved punjshments

be un1form1 applled‘ If punishments are not app11ed uniformly,~the v

peop]e will

, o ' S
- n »

Pty

ot know how to- agﬁ.wrthout ‘gextting into trouble. Therefore, o

W].not .

Ne
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&he supenor man takes care’ that his tem" be ‘stated accura:e?y, =]
ti”at wbat fe says- zrey be carried into effect apprcpnateiy.. Ee never
uses }‘anguage carelessly or incorrectly.” ¢ ' .
The last statement with which his Anaiecté is conclutled reads:
“One cannot know people without Xrowing their words.® It is an injunc- '_
tion worthy of considerable meditation, contrasting sharply .'rﬁth the
¥estern notion that *Actions speak louder than 1:.vor~ds." in the view of
Confucius, actions are always suspect, for it is e(asy for a person to”
enact a ra]e m'th *ntent to .deceive. But as an individual speaks, so

he zs--basacaﬂ y mesqrpably h‘as is a rhetonc worthy of an attentwn

* 1t has yet to receive. o .

if k'eszern rhetoricians neglect tbe rhetonca] theones of ﬁautama
‘Buddha and Confucws' they at least regard thetr nzmes with ‘Famharity
¥e mst suspect, n;efmhﬂe, that very few of - the:a even have heard the
names ::f other great classical Chinese rhetoricians, including Heng-k'o
{known in the West.as Mencius), Chuang-?zu (or Chuang-Chou), No-Tzu (the

romantic ideahs or Han Fe1.-Tm (the iegalistic, ymca] pragnatzst) _

. At least, if.these names are known to our r'he&toncal brethren, they and

their ideas are onitted from the books seminars, and artic]es on rhet-

oric. Space need not be consuzed even mr the summatidn of their systems

—

" of 1deas bere, for I have already. speﬂed out my understandmg.,of thea m

Communi catic on and Cui ture,

L

It is not easy to rank them in order of importance. No-Tz4 perhaps

has més‘t to offér to our own generation, for he was an anti-traditiona]ist

" a pacifist who reahsracal'ly recogmzed the need for natwnal self-defense,

and an evangehs}: of the simpte life. " H‘is rhetorica'{ method was to d}s- .
— ~

“cover the basic point of \;ie;f of the H_steners«. then to state hfs own »

-

T - 13 ' - -
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= conclusions in terms.arising so inevitably from ms 'hst.ners prem-
{ses. that thoy could scarcely avnad ‘agreeing with him. Ci"uang-Chou ‘
represented the Tapist view .,nat.people tend to think, feel and act in
accordance \ntn patural forces trat are inscrutable and transcend rea:
- _ son. Has rhetenczl snetnod acoardmg‘iy, was to avoid analysas or
thought, but o submerge himseif qszesgentiy inb h1s oxn namra]
being, in which state he wou"!d understand and refiect ;1‘:e fundamental
.- n2ture of' t@e whon he sought to influence. Han Fei-Tzu believed we

must appeal to the overriding selfishness of individuals and that we

best can do this by arousing their resent fears. From such views, i ‘]

e developed a rounded and prag: ic Machiaveliian rhetoric. Each of ) B

these one-sentence summations is{woefully unfair to the' mp'igxity of

- the thecries of these classical masters. They are meant only-:to in-

" vite the readers to look into the writings to'/éee for thehselves. & -

-

- " By general agi-eement of Orientalists, Mencius is second‘in im- o
portance only to Confﬁcius As a2 rhetorician, in 211 of classical Asia
he as wftt'wt a,peer. To I A.-Richards, Part ¥i of the Book of Mencius

. \ ‘ 14‘
remams "one of “the most mportant arguments in the hastory of thought.

. P H G Creel the University of Chicago Smoiog'a st eonsiders ¥encius' ,"
‘ - 15
[}

/' boak “undoubtedly one of +the -great books of the world's hterab.sre.
n Chmese LConfucian ta“p'ies, the altar to Kencius s:bands beside that of

I

L

i

/ ' Cenfucius. and is inscribed, "The Almost as Sa1nt1y._ 'Ihe fomldable
~ . Japanese Zen Buddmst, D. T Suzuki, believes tha&Confuczan‘Ism would not

. " have beco® the dominant mﬂuence in Chma for' twenty centuries had it
. 16

not been for- the explication and extension gwen to it by Fencius. lot

[
-

. even-these exinent experts have undertakKen to explicate_ his rhetorical :
. T - . - .
.theorﬁes. Yet there can be no doubt that Mencius wds one of tt;g;wor]d.'s

'U( . . " * T 14 . . -
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- Lo - - r ) ' . :
147 - . ’ - .
i -/ greatest, if yet largofy unhaa‘ied rbﬂtrmcaans- _’ . ’ Y -
N - P .’ g
: T Like Cﬁnﬁxcms, !ﬁ.nczus beheved that the best gmde to under- -
:}: . . ] staadmg is thro.zgh swdy of tha past to discover the paﬁmay mapped out

'm the history of the race. H.e %as severe in his condemnation of

"%

cmgmahty, which he equate with ecc.ntrici‘y “Here is a man,® he said

to hzs dzscz_p]es, "whose fourth.finger 1s bent‘and cannot be stretched
put straight. It is no;‘.‘ painful, nor does it incommode his busiress;
and ykt if there be any who can make it straight, he will not thirk the

T My from Ts'in to 5’00 too far to go to him; because his finger is not

1ike the Tinger of other people. . . .'But if +is mind be-not iike that

/

of other pecple, he does not know dissa'tisfaction.i This should be calied--
7. . ’

YIgnorance of the relative importance of thmgs.?" .

in his book, Hencius develcped two basic pmpos*:tmns. Tke first-

| ) was that man is essentially goodl The second is that through persuasjve .

discourse he may be x‘-’ecla'imed fron ex‘mnéous behavior and se_t:agéimupon
the path of righteousress, ‘Ihrough a series of analogies, renc;us‘ shows .
how it is that men may live evil iwes despite the goodness of thezr
. innate pature. The lazr’entab]e thing *is that iost goodness is not ) " W
searched’ror and reclamed. ¥hen-a dog is Jost or-a fowl, the owner '
‘ 1nstantiy sets forth in search of then. But when a man lose:s hzsg&m _—

- wnature, he dogs not know enough to search it out. _1i%e the teaching in

. ) the Lgamshqu Vencws believed J'zat, *The gxa-eat end of leammg is

nothmg else but to seek for the 'lcvst mna’.

All of the ezght rhetorical prmc’rp‘les enuniciated by Mencius dé_,rﬁre

) fro:) is basic comnctwn of mnate hu::zan geodness. Tﬂey culminate in his

3
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S s e tmth as tfay‘understand it, but ai so i:bat they aot speak todn-_ * - y
- ﬂuance hstgﬁ?* until i:roy ﬁay& mastersd their subject sa ﬂ*cmgh?y ‘ ) i

that what trey say 1s utteriy depemi.b]e. Perh.ps his prmnp&i in-. . -
novaticn was what 1. A ?achards called miltiple de’mih% a;zd what

- 4

we may fruitfully oa‘ﬁ rhemnmi deﬁni‘hen. The forms_of deffniﬁomi-' .

[}

operational, 'ht.ra1 deseriptzve, or presmptwe-that are co:rmniy

recomended do 0ot, Mencws pointed out, serve the common needs of dis- .

course. Khat is._raquisite is @ cefine concepts in terms that are mu-
?_.:aﬂy acceptable to both speaker and listrers. Gmy'then -is t;zere
" commpnality of understanding. - ‘
" / > great ru'xeracgn sage, Ralpf Waldo Emerson, who more than most T
. “of his country".zan, was ‘versed m tke wisdom of t?'e tast, once observed
that: ."There is ‘or every man a statemnt possibie of that truth which

/
he is most urnnihng to recewe,-a statement posszble, s’o broad and

. . So pungent tha? he cannot get away from it, but must e:ther tsend to it .
- or die 'of it.” ‘ This Judgnent is purely Mencian. xan s mnds most truly
i ". - = neet, M.nvws beheved when they nse to> the aitﬂ:ude of a selﬂess '
. o
A .

vasson of tmth. The oniy p‘lane upon which agreement 3/5. mevzi:ab]e is
the accepmm:é of truth, on;e it is clearly and’ rzghtiy stated

t

if the purpose of tms article 15 on}y partza‘ﬂy acha,eved itwill
- . at least point soze of our Pacific co]]eagues tmyard an exa.mmatwg of
the mchness of rhetomcai theory that ‘hes mth'm ’the great classics of N
. the. East. For here is a field that has far too dong Lam f'a‘!iow, where .
. the harvest from its thahfshou‘id be rewardingly great. . '

.
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. and China {Syracuse: Syratuse ﬁmversny Press, 1971).

1. 2n excellent mtméqctwn to the variety of ¥estern 'rhetorics

{211 basically Aristotelian, modified by particular psycho'iognzi

philosophical or linguistic emphases) is the book of readings editéd

by Oonald 6. Doug‘!a.s, Philosophers of Rheboric: Traditicnal ahd &mm g
Views, {Skokie: Kational iextbook (0., 1973). E£ven so fine a critic '
as-Donald Bryant, when calling for "a far fuller .and better treatment®
of the- history of rhetoric, set the limits of the inguiry “from Corax
to Whately,* in his *Rheioric: Its Functions and Its Scope,” Quarterly
dourral of Speech, XXXIX (December, 1853), 401-424. The severest
critic of amstot.han rhetoric was Aristotie's own teacher, 2iato, who
feared that “Rhetoric destroys the integrity of a man’s’soul, for it
‘invoived ccnfcrmty to the ways-of the multitude,” as mterpreted by
Everett iee Hunt in "Plato and Aristotle on Rhetoric and Rhetoricians,;
Studies in Rhetoric and Pubiic Speaking in Honor of Jdames Albert ¥inaps,

| ed. Alexander ¥. Srumond {Rew York: Russell and Russell, 1968). 1In 7 i
Daniel Fogarty‘s sericus effort to define Roots for a lew Rhetoric “é

{New York: Teacher$ College of Lolumbia University, 1959}, he conti

'i'nnself exclusively to Aristotelian and other Western sources.

2. Robert T. Oliver, Commnication and Culture in Anment Ir{dza

3. _*Selected Approaches to the Teaching_of Intercultural Com-

‘unication,” The Speech Teacher, X1V (September, 1975), 183-260

Andn:-’a L. Rich, In‘berramai Comumcatwn (hew York: Harper
end i‘o« 1974). and Jdack 1. -Dzaiel, Black Communication: Dimensions of

Pesearch and Instructwn (F.a’ﬁs Church Speech Comumcatieh Association,

1973). : £ -
5. gne summation of rhetorical differences s in Chap!:er 14, pp.
258-272, of my Communication and Culture in Ancient Indiz and China, op.
cit.  Another, based on variant. developments of Budd ‘is_ﬂaj'iis
Nakamyra's Ma of. Thipking of Eastern People:’ India, hina, Tibet,
Japan, %d. by Philip P. Wiener {Honolulu: East-West Center Press, rey.,
19 2). Still another is an introductory study based gn Confucianism, by
Lew Seln -Kook, "The Peculiar and Universal Charactef#af Fastern and ~

Kestern ught,” Korea Journal, XV-(Hovember, 1975},{ 22-28, pub‘hshed; -

by the Korean Natzona‘i Commission for- URESCO. ,. : s

6. cf. 01iver, op, cit., pp. 12-17, 76-83, and 131-=335.
y t

7. of ccmrse, these statemants of d}fferences are over-simplifi-.

" cations. Al1l that is intended in this paragraph is to emphasize that

cultural differences do exist, and that they are sufﬁc‘ient‘!y significant
to perit attention. ¥estern theologians are prone to-believe that the
religio-philoscphies -of the East are npt guite religions; Western phi 1o-
scphers doubt that they are quite phﬂosopﬁies. ¥e may.properly ask why

. they should be efther one.or the other. Is not the East entitled to

evolved systess of thought that derive from and satisfy its own ways of

coning to%ms with real rty——m o2ny ua&,s different from that of the West.

. - . rs. ~
2", 1 ‘ » . "
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' " Our effort should rot be to interpret the East inMestern térms'but o
find ways ef dealinglwith and commanicating with the East that will be
gutuailly satisfying. -0 :

®

8. Oliver, cp. cit., p. 10, : y
9. ¥estern thinkers, tco, have, of course, soucht truth through
non-1ogical systems, alihough they represent exceptions rather than the
- rulie. A representative approach of this kind is Michael Poinayi's
: -Perscnal Xnowledge: Towards a-Post-Critical Philesophy {Chicago:
tiniversity of Cnicago Press, 188B). Ihe German-Kantian-philosopher,
. Hans Yathinger, in his The Philosophy of *As If’, trans. by C. K. Ogden
.- {London: Routledce and Kegan Paul, 1924) sought to démonstrate the view .
that cenuine reality is elaborately misrepresented in human rationality.’ - 1,
_ Ard Chain Perelman, in one of his latter books, A Historical Introduction
to Philosophical Thinking, tr. Kenneth A. Brown (Wew York: Random House,
1565}, insisted that rationai, deductive, and mmpirical methods do not .
satisfy many essential human inguiries, including, for exemple, the im-
_poriant questions that relate not -to what is, but to what ought o be.

. 10, Maxjifiller,(ed.), Sacred Bosks of the East {London: Oxford -
University Press, 1894; republished in Delhi by Motilal Banarsidass, 1963)
a5 icng been the standard reference for the Ypanishads. A handy, in-

] expensive paperback book containing the principal ones is Juan Fascaro,
- . TJhe Upanishads {Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1965). - . .
- ” ~ - N - -
11. -Cf. Rathmal Taitia, Studies in Jaina Philosophy’(Banaras: Jain
Cultural Résearch Society,.1951] and K. N. Jayatilieke, Early Buddifist
Theory of Knowledge {London: George Ailen and Unwin, 1963). i

- < . -
12. Bobks about Buddhism comprise.what-is probably the largest to-
pical bibliography im t¥e wored, and is still expanding rapidly. As an
jnstance, a World Conference on Buddhism will be held August,31-September
1, 1976, by Dongguk University n Seoul, Korea, ‘commemorating the 70th: .
anniversary of this Buldhist institution. A. Foucher, The Life of Buddka,
trans. by S. 8. Boas {Middletown: Wesleyan University Press, 1363) is re-
_presentative. ¥y osn understanding of Buddha's message and methods is .
.. in my Communication and Culture in Ancient Indis and China, op. cit.,
. Chapter V¥, pp. 61-83--though the’ eariier chapters-on Hinduism are es-
sential background. - - i :

N — "13. Since space here js far too limited for extensive treatment of
) the subject, I am merely selecting and .paraphrasing from my chapter on
Confucius in Oiiver; op! cits, Chapter VIII, especially pp. 136-144, where -

< .

specific referencés. are provided.

=" 14 1. A. Richards, Mencius on the Mind: Experiments in Kaltiple
Definitionr (Eondap: Kegap Paul, Trench, Trubner and Co., 1932), p. 22. ..

15. 4. 6. Creel, Chinese Thought froo ﬁgonfilcius to Mab Tse-tung -~
60), p- r : .

- (New York: Mew Azerican.Library,
' 16. Daisetz Teitaro Sumki, A Brief History of Early Chinese L
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Philosophy {Londen: Probsthzin, 1914), p. 64.

17. James Legge {ed.}, The Chirese Classic, Vol. 11, 7he Morks of
. Mencius (London: Oxford University Press: 1893-95, reprinted in Hong |
_ ¥ong: University of Hong Kong Press, 1960), Boock VI, Pt. 1, Chapter 12.

.18, Ibid. | , :

 lo. tomplete ¥orks of Ralsh Yaldp Emerson, V1, ed. Edwerd Waldo °
 Emerson {fiew York: William H. Wise and Co., 1979), »R. 91-92.
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